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ILRP and SGMA 

Irrigated Lands Regulatory 
Program (ILRP) 
• Protect Water Quality 

– In accordance with Basin Plans 
(Tulare Lake Basin Plan) 

• Establishes Beneficial Uses and 
Water Quality Objectives for 
Groundwater and Surface Water 

– Central Valley Regional Water 
Quality Control Board 
implementation of the Basin 
Plan 

• No concern for Quantity 

Sustainable Groundwater 
Management Act (SGMA) 
• Promotes Sustainable 

Management Objectives of the 
Groundwater Subbasin for 
– Subsidence; 
– Degradation of Water Quality; 
– Chronic Lowering of the 

Groundwater Table; and  
– Reduction in Groundwater Storage 

• Elements of Groundwater Quality 
– Determine if Groundwater 

Pumping Patterns Degrade the 
Groundwater Quality 
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Member Reporting 
COMPLETED TO DATE 

2015 Nitrogen Management Plan  - HV Areas                          23 March 2015 

2015 Farm Evaluation Survey – All Members                            1 March 2016 

2016 Nitrogen Management Plan – All Members                    1 March 2016 

Mar Sep 

NEXT SUBMITTALS 
2017 Nitrogen Management Plan – HV Areas                           1 March 2017 

Nitrogen Management Plan Summary Report – All Areas      1 March 2017 

2016 Farm Evaluation Survey – All Areas                                   1 March 2017 

Sediment and Erosion Control Plans – Designated Areas        TBD 

Sep 

2015 

Today 

Mar Jun Dec 2016 Jun Sep Dec 2017 

Complete and certify 
Sediment and Erosion Control 
Plans – Designated Areas only 
(Kept on-farm) 

TBD 

Complete the Nitrogen Management Plan 
"2015 Planning Portion"  - Not required to 
be certified (Keep On-Farm)  
3/23/2015 

Complete the Nitrogen Management Plan 
"2015 Actual Portion" and Complete a 
Nitrogen Management Plan for "2016 
Planning Portion" (High Vulnerable Areas 
must be certified) 
3/1/2016 

Complete and Submit Farm Evaluation Survey 
3/1/2016 Complete the Nitrogen 

Management Plan "2016 Actual 
Portion" and Complete a Nitrogen 
Management Plan "2017 Planning 
Portion" (High Vulnerable Areas 
must be Certified) 

Complete and Submit 2016 
Nitrogen Summary Report  

Complete and Submit Farm 
Evaluation Survey 
3/1/2017 

3/1/2017 

3/1/2017 
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• 2015-2016 Fees = $2.36 
 
 
 
 

• 2016-2017 Fees = $3.09 
 
 
 
 

• 2017-2018 Fees projected to be 
less than $2.50 

 

 

Fees & Budget 

48% 

3% 
16% 

16% 

17% 

2015-2016 Expenses 
RWQCB Fee Equipment

WWD Staff Time LTILRP Consulting Fees

Storm Water Monitoring and Consulting

49% 

33% 

14% 4% 

2016-2017 Expenses (to-date) 
RWQCB Fee WWD Staff Time

ILRP Consulting Fees Storm Water Monitoring and Consulting
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Groundwater Assessment Report 
(GAR) 
• Development of High and Low Vulnerable Areas 
• Triggers the development of the Groundwater Trend 

Monitoring Program and Groundwater Quality 
Management Plan 
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Groundwater Assessment Report 
(GAR) 
• Groundwater Quality Management Plan 
Objectives: determine potential source of water quality 
exceedances (agriculture or otherwise) and implement 
BMP to manage exceedance if caused by ag. 

 

 
Groundwater Quality 

Management Plan Performance 
Goals

Nitrogen 
Management 

Practices

NMP TAWG Study 
Plan and Guidance 

Documents

NMP Summary 
Reports (Annually)

Well 
Management 

Practices

Farm Evaluation 
Surveys (Annually)

Management Practice Evaluation Program

Focused on Priority Crops
• Right Source
• Right Rate
• Right Time
• Right Place

MPEP Group 
Work Plan 

Outreach / Education

Groundwater 
Trend 

Monitoring

MPEP Field 
Studies

MPEP Modelling
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Groundwater Assessment Report 
(GAR) 
• Groundwater Trend Monitoring Program 
Objectives: determine groundwater quality conditions relevant to 
Irrigated Ag and develop long-term water quality trends to evaluate the 
regional effects of Irrigated Ag practices (if any). 
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N Management Summary Report 
Analysis 
• Develops the N application ratio compared to like- 

crops in vicinity 
• Provided to members to aid in N planning for the 

following year 
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Management Practice Evaluation 
Program (MPEP) 
• Demonstrate that practices used by agriculture on the surface are 

protective of groundwater 
• WWQC participates in a Group MPEP with the East San Joaquin 

Water Quality Coalition, Sacramento Valley Water Quality Coalition, 
San Joaquin County & Delta Water Quality Coalition and the Westside 
San Joaquin River Watershed Coalition 

• Consists of 3.5 million irrigated acres 
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Management Practice Evaluation 
Program (MPEP) 
• Field Studies 
Objective: Determine what is leaching past the root 
zone.  
• Modeling 
Objective: Extrapolate results of field studies across the 
Central Valley, soil types, irrigation methods and crops.  
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Surface Water Quality Monitoring 

• Westlands Water Quality is 
a “Stormwater Only” 
Coalition 
• Monitors surface water only 

when storms produce 
enough runoff to cause flow 
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Discharge 
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Surface Water Quality Monitoring 

• Management Plans 
• Triggered by two exceedances in three years 
• Extensive research to determine cause of exceedance (ag or 

otherwise) 
• If Ag could be contributing then outreach efforts implemented and 

follow up monitoring initiated 
• If otherwise, report to Regional Board with substantial evidence 
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Surface Water Quality Monitoring 
• Sediment Discharge Erosion 

Assessment Report 
• Identifies areas of High Risk soil loss 
• Triggers the need for Member to 

complete the Sediment Erosion Control 
Plan  

 



Outline 
• ILRP and SGMA 
• Member Reporting 
• Fees/Budget 
• Coalition Activities 

– Groundwater 
Quality Monitoring 

– Surface Water 
Quality Monitoring 

• Program Updates 
 



State Water Resources Control Board Revisions 

• Key Modifications include: 
• Eliminates the distinction between high and low vulnerable areas 

• Unable to prioritize efforts and funds based on risk  
• Field Level Reporting directly to the Regional Board  

• While the Regional Board can currently request information as necessary, 
the Coalition currently aggregates the information and reports on a 
township level (large dot on a small map) 

• Opens door for possible litigation since field level information becomes 
publically available (Geo Tracker database)  

• Larger Regional Board fees due to staff increases and database management 

• Coalition provided both oral and written comments 
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